
 
Public Tick IPM Working Group  
October 10th, 2018 
 
Please send additions, omissions or other corrections to neisner@ipminstitute.org  
 
The Working Group meets via conference call on the second Wednesday of each month at 1:00PM CT (2:00PM 
EST). The following notes are for October 10th, 2018 
 
 Roll 

1. Natalie Eisner, IPM Institute of North America 
2. Julian Cooper, IPM Institute of North America 
3. Tim Fox, Madison Area Lyme Support Group 
4. Bob Maurais, Mainely Ticks 
5. Scott Larson, Metropolitan Mosquito Control District 
6. Emily Wozena, US BIOLOGIC 
7. Chris Przybyszewski, US BIOLOGIC 
8. Mason Kauffman, US BIOLOGIC 
9. Tom Mather, University of Rhode Island 
10. Gloria Kim, Limiting Lyme 
11. Heather Szerlong, Ticknology 
12. Andrew Li, USDA Maryland 
13. Jill Auerbach, Hudson Valley Lyme Disease Association 
14. Bieneke Bron, UW Madison 
15. David Whitman, Tick Box Technology Corporation 
16. Robin Nadaly, US Army Public Health Center 
17. Alison Kaufman,Public Health Advisor, NY State 
18. Ryda Krell, Western Connecticut State 
19. Abigail Mathewson, New Hampshire Division of Public Health Services 
20. Joellen Lampman, New York State IPM Program 

 
Agenda 

1. Presentation from Andrew Li 

2. 2019 Tick Working Group Grant Objectives 

3. Additional updates, comments and announcements from Working Group members 

 
1. Presentation from Andrew Li 

a. Update on area wide tick project 
i. 5 year tick control project started in 2017 Maryland and Connecticut.  The co-PI is 

Kirby Scott in Connecticut.  Goal is to test the tick control efficacy several tick control 
treatments. 

Treatments: 
o Combination 4-Poster and bait box 
o Bait box 
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o 4-Poster 
o Control 

ii. Last year was the first year of the study.  They worked with the CDC and army to 
trap mice and collect ticks. They are closing out data collection for this season, so 
cannot yet draw conclusions from this study.  

iii.  In spring 2017/18 they tagged deer with GPS collars and monitored their 
movement.  They plan to collect this data for two years to better understand deer movement in 
parks and natural areas. 

 
b. New Deer Bait Treatment System 

i. We are working on a new 4-Poster system: 
i. The goal of a 5-year project was to evaluate the efficacy of the poster 

system.  The conclusions of that project were that the 4-poster was effective 
(70 – 80 percent), technology was licensed and commercial product became 
available.   

ii. The goal was to use it for community-based control but in 2018 we are 
looking at how many 4-Poster systems have been used. The results are not 
satisfying because there are not many being used currently. 

iii. The major barrier to adoption is the cost and labor associated with the 
system, unit itself costs $700/each with cost of pesticides and food.  The 
amount of corn you put in the system helps increase the deer population.  
This does not help us control ticks.  We wanted to think of a better way to 
control ticks by reducing costs while taking advantage of the benefits of the 
4-Poster. 

iv. The new 4-poster uses minerals (salt), a supplement the animal needs in 
their diet.  Hunters have used this method to attract deer. 

v. We did a prototype and recorded how deer interacted with this device.  The 
data we collected showed that it worked and was encouraging.  We are 
drafting a design with the tick transfer office and working on a patent.  We 
shared this with our commercial partners.  We still need to work with 
partners to see how it effects the behavior.  We have field tests planned for 
next year.  There are different designs compared to the 4-Poster.  We plan to 
collect a years’ worth of data to test how animal interacts with the device.  
The cost will be drastically reduced one third of current 4-Poster cost.  We 
are still at the early stages of this idea.  Want to get the message out, this 
idea is in the pipeline. 

c. Questions from working group members: 
1. Jill Auerbach, Hudson Valley Lyme Disease Association asked about the effect of the 4-

Poster on the number of tick eggs laid.  Dr. Li explained they plan to use Permethrin on the 

device which is meant to reduce the number of adult ticks, pre-empting egg laying. 

2. Jill asked to clarify aspect of tick biology, that female ticks are climbing on deer. Dr. Li 
responded that yes, the purpose of the fourposter is to kill ticks that are on deer and come 
into contact with device. 



 
3. Jill asked how many ticks are on a single deer.  Dr. Li responded he is unsure how many ticks 

each deer can support, but that many scientists agree that deer are the main hosts of adult 
ticks, but exactly how many ticks each deer supports is unknown, but likely to be a lot.  He 
does not have knowledge from a study about the exact number. 

4. Jill asked how many deer would feed at a station.  Dr. Li responded that is unknown but 
they plant o use cameras in the pilot version to document deer visitation and how long each 
animal spends at the station. 

5. Jill asked about the spread of a prion disease, Chronic wasting disease (CWD) in New York 
and Pennsylvania.  Is there any way to know how it will impact CWD? Dr. Li said he wasn’t 
sure of this disease.  Bieneke Bron from UW Madison said prions are almost impossible to 
kill.  Dr. Li said he is interested in learning more about the prion and any research. Tim Fox 
said CWD and prions are a big issue in WI, you cannot bait with salt or feed in most 
counties, so it would be nice if you could combine this and get rid of the prion and the tick 
at the same time. 

6. When we spoke with the EPA, we cannot place the four- poster close to homes.  We are 
thinking about a two-stage approach.  First the permethrin, then later looking for a 
biopesticide that can be used on the roller that would be safe to children and wildlife that 
would allow it to be closer to home. 
 

2. 2019 Tick Working Group Grant Objectives – Julian Cooper 
a. Julian Cooper, the community IPM manager is spearheading this effort, and he will go into 

more detail on this year’s objectives. 
b. NC IPM budget cut by 100k this year, which means fewer working groups will be funded.  We 

are tying to trim our grant objectives to fewer things.  Please see attachment sent with calendar 
invite for full list of 2019 grant items.  Our 2019 objectives are: 

i. Continue to coordinate monthly conference calls. Identify speakers to share latest 
research and projects. Continue to manage a listserv (hosted at University of 
Rhode Island). Maintain the working group website containing tick summit notes, 
general information and news, meeting minutes, priorities, resources and project 
development. 

ii. Organize first annual national Tick Academy. Facilitate presentations, field 
training and management technique demonstrations to provide comprehensive 
and in-depth information on all areas of Integrated Tick Management (ITM). 
Recruit world class experts with research and field experience in tick management 
and offer them a platform to share their knowledge. At the end of the Academy, 
attendees will be experienced in tick biology, detection, diagnosis, treatment and 
upcoming advancements and breakthroughs in research and ITM. 

iii. Tick Academy Justification:  

i. Based on Academy series produced by Claudia Riegel and the Greater New 

Orleans Pest Control Association. 

- 10 yr. anniversary of Termite Academy and Pest Academy 

- Rat Academy since 2014 

- New Wildlife Academy in 2018 



 
ii. Basic Format: Creates a base curriculum covering the essential topics; ID, 

biology, control, disease, management, etc. Guest speakers add novelty and 

expertise. Academy ends with a 50-question exam. 

- No “death by PowerPoint”! 

o Hands on! Limit attendees to 30 to keep interactive 

o Academy bought microscopes so that everyone could practice ID 

- Provide: binders w/ materials, t-shits for marketing, breakfast and lunch, 

door prizes, certificates, CEUs 

- Requires: Computer and audio, samples and species, examples of 

management and control techniques, scouting materials, microscopes?, 

speakers (no honorarium but pay for travel and board) 

- Audience: Everyone! Pest control, health, government, schools, state 

regulators 

iv. Where and when?  
o Would like to keep it local to lower costs.  Assuming we can get 30 

participants and working group grant.  In future years we may not need 
to apply for a grant.  We are trying to start-up and fund. 

v. Questions/concerns: 
Rayda – Great idea really fills a need.  Is there advances or opportunities 
to connect with ESA certification program?  May enhance ability to get a 
grant. Suggested Chris Stelsig with ESA may be a good contact. 

vi. Sponsorship. Another thing we need to make it self-sufficient is sponsor 
income ($4k).  We would want to draw in a really diverse audience with 
different backgrounds to facilitate cooperation.  We are also looking for 4 
guest speakers to come and share their expertise. We could pay for airfare and 
a hotel. 

vii. Jill Auerbach would like to continue grant ideas conversation offline. 
viii. Dave Whitman – tick control tick box funding, pledged to help meet 4k goal. 
ix. Tom Mather – suggested to connect with NE Center for Excellence in Cornell, 

included both mosquitoes and ticks.  Would have experience that they could 
share.  

x. Member suggested to connect with Susan Paskewitz on boot camp, this might 
be something we could partner with them to share some of the costs. 

xi. Joellen Lampman – Reach out to NE IPM Center, the effort going into one grant 
can be applied to two, one in NC and one in NE. 

xii. Julian Cooper – We could apply for a critical issues grant. Mather – Its highly 
competitive. 
 

3. Additional updates, comments and announcements from Working Group members 

a. Tick Management Flyer’s will arrive to IPM Inst. On Friday, Oct. 19.  Please email 

neisner@ipminstitute.org if you would like copies. 
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These notes are for a Working Group call on October 10th. Future calls will continue to fall on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 1 PM Central time. Please send Natalie updates, announcements or other 
additions for October’s call. 

The Public Tick IPM Working Group is funded by the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture, Crop 

Protection and Pest Management Program through the North Central IPM Center.  

 

 


