
Public Tick IPM Working Group  
November 9th, 2016 
 
Send additions, omissions or other corrections to flaufenberg@ipminstitute.org or 
afreund@ipminstitute.org  
 
The Working Group meets via conference call on the second Wednesday of each month at 
1:00PM CT (2:00PM EST). The following notes are for November 9th, 2016. 
 
 Roll 

 Alina Freund, IPM Institute of North America 

 Frank Laufenberg, IPM Institute of North America 

 Tom Green, IPM Institute of North America 

 Marlena White, IPM Institute of North America 

 Tom Mather, University of Rhode Island 

 Bob Maurais, Mainely Ticks 

 Joellan Lampman, School and Turfgrass IPM Extension Support Specialist 

 Tom Green, IPM Institute of North America 

 Jill Auerbach, Hudson Valley Lyme Disease Association 

 Kirby Stafford, Connecticut Agricultural experiment station 

 Kathy White, Lyme Association of Greater Kansas City, Inc. 
Agenda 

1. Update on North Central IPM Center grant application for the renewal of the WG (Alina) 
2. Tick Pest Alert Finalized – Distribution? 
3. Overview of Columbia/LDA Lyme Conference (Marlena – Jill A.) 
4. Additional updates, comments, announcements, questions 

 
1. Update on application renewal of the WG 

a. Proposed Objectives 
a. Grant renewal through the NCIPMC due 11/18/16 -- Submitted 
b. Below are the 4 main objectives: 

i. Continue to coordinate these calls and identify speakers on research, 
maintain website etc. 

ii. Identify new areas of tick-borne disease manifestation 
iii. Educate policy makers about options and costs of TBDs, strengthen 

relationships with groups who have successfully lobbied in DC. 
1. Based on last capitol hill visit 
2. 2 separate fact sheets 
3. TM: I found it most interesting to try and see with the staffers what 

other mechanisms – got lucky and unpacked (Chuck Schumers 
office) other things they hadn’t even thought of but it had come out 
of the break out session. Lack of funding for cooperative extension 
(ESA member mentioned). Helping guide the discussion to prompt 
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the capitol visitors to get new approaches to allocate funding. 
Instead of the same pitch – but if there is a project or new funding 
opportunity that had not been thought of before it could increase 
effectiveness. In preparing visitors help them think outside of the 
box for funding/pitch opportunities. FIND new avenues for 
communication with policy makers. A series of things that the 
participants could think about – quiz the staffer-are there other 
avenues for funding that haven’t been used for TBDs? Pose the 
problem as a question. 

4. Jill When we were lobbying in NY state, look at what committees 
people are on so we can hit up the committee the staffer is on.  
S1503 Lame duck (not sure if it will go through). She has been 
pushing hard for ITM funding must come fourth. Test/cures are all 
good but the source (TICKS!) should be funded. Under discussion is 
how much funding is needed? Depends if congress funds committee 
– if it does then we can push for that funding.  

5. Bob, partnered with Chuck L. Found it helpful that they both had 
different expertise when they visited 2 senators and lobbyists. 
Different expertise working together while lobbying is effective 

6. TG: generate better understanding with representatives and their 
responsibilities after the visit we can have their ideas for funding 
that they come up with. 

7. TM: Logic Model – feedback from the staffer! it was useful when we 
turned the problem around on them to come to a new place of 
mutual understanding. Having her think about it and try to solve the 
problem – looking at all her assets she will make the best choice.  

8. Jill A. We should do our homework ahead of time so we can spark 
their ideas – what resources they have that we think will be helpful.  

9. Could we provide them with info in advance? TM: does not think 
they want this. 

10. TM: We should go for the bunt single instead of the homerun 
because they are not able to provide the homerun. We need to 
present realistic goals with realistic funding opportunities in the 
meeting. 

11. Outcome: once relationship is established how do we maximize the 
opportunity to get things done – a follow up. Particularly if we 
identify people who have things they can do.  

12. TG: follow up previously was done by the ESA they started a finance 
initiative a few years ago, they work with a lobbying firm. Not sure if 
they did any follow up. If there was a specific opportunity they could 
be asked. Frank check in with Chris Stelzig with the ESA to find out 
about follow up – if not if there’s anything we can do to support 
follow up.  



iv. Organize and facilitate a tick mini symposium in early 2018, maybe as 
part of the upcoming IPM symposium 

1. Will that include governmental agencies as it did last time in DC 
2. Jill? Thought it was helpful having members of the USDA and 

government group there to exchange ideas with 
b. Other documents for grant renewal 

a. Objectives will be sent out with notes. 
 

2. Tick Pest Alert Finalized 
a. Thanks to all who helped! The document is attached 
b. What are some ways this document should be used? 

1. Share alert with: IPMpest managers list TG will get the contact Kathy Kimble Day, Jill 
– Senator Serino advisory board: she has a website, LDA, LDO might want it on their 
sites, TickEncounter, Mainely Ticks. OTHERS – EMAIL flaufenberg@ipminstitute.org   

c. Frank worked with Justin to try and make the URL as simple and easy to write down as 
possible. In order for the document to get updated with the NCIPMC the below route is the 
easiest way to go.  
d. URL: https://tickipmwg.wordpress.com/resources/ The PDF is located under National 

Resources as “Tick Pest Alert” This document is tied directly to the NCIPMC document and 
will update as it gets updated on their website. To go directly to the document: 
https://www.ncipmc.org/action/alerts/ticks.pdf  
e. Frank will share the Tick Pest Alert with the Working Group and also post it on the 

Working Group webpage.  
a. TG: Just sent around a link to the NCIPMC pest alert. TM: Frank, use Tick Pest 

Alert. TM:  Frank don’t just name it Tick Alert; I may have already released 
something with that name. 

 
3. Columbia/LDA Lyme Conference  

a. General takeaways: Brief – LD background, research and current state. Day 1 was 
focused on pest management and vector control but a lot of it was deep on diagnostic. 

b. Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard – community feedback include gene editing 
technologies, is this ok with people? More MD. Someone also talked about OneHealth 
from US BIOLOGIC with white mice as vectors. Topology and seasonal distribution 
overlaying maps to guide prevention. 

c. Good session on the status of Lyme in Florida. Borrelia Myanomai diagnostics – this is 
different.  

d. Heavier on diagnostic and patient care side on the whole. Only a few talks – Steve 
Zatechka gave use a shout out.  

e. Interesting to get a good response on One Health. 
f. Jill: A few connections Kevin E.  gene editing is a long way off and Dan S. was talking 

about genetically editing tick itself. Instead of female eggs only get male offspring. US 
BIOLOGIC is a bait system for the reservoirs. In general, at one of these conferences 
people are more focused on testing and diagnosis and deep science of bacteria and 
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immunology. They don’t really get it as far as reducing ticks, the problem will keep 
going. 

 
3. Additional updates, comments, announcements, questions 

a. Please let me know if there are people who are not on our listserv or in this working 
group that you believe would benefit from joining.  

b. Next month we will have Rick Ostfeld joining us from the Cary Institute, the Cary 
Institute is launching a tick project that will community environmental interventions. 
More information on the project can be found here: 
http://www.caryinstitute.org/science-program/research-projects/tick-project  

c. Chuck Lubelczyk and Kathy Murray are working on GIS model and may be able to 
present on this research on a future call. Kathy Murray Clarification: “Just a slight 
clarification on an item near the end of the notes: the GIS model Chuck Lubelczyk and I are 
working on is for mosquito habitat, not ticks.  I'm sure we would be happy to present it to 
the group in the future to solicit feedback on how it might be tweaked for the purpose of 
identifying tick habitat.  Also, Megan Patterson, with the Maine Board of Pesticides Control 
is the techie behind this project and we have just drafted a new faculty member at UMaine, 
Allison Gardiner, to lend a hand with statistical analysis tools for use with the GIS data.” 

d. TG: I don’t know if people heard the background on Marlena -- she will be working 
on developing new projects. One of her interests is public health – she is getting 
involved in a lot of different opportunities for our working group.  

e. Adult ticks are abundant in Connecticut according to Kirby S. (Tom M. asked). 
Droughts have not hurt the numbers. Also acorns will improve vector survival.  

f. Jill’s Question: sprayed yard, when leaves fall off of the trees will the ticks move in. 
TM: It will be tick free if you killed them in your yard originally. That’s why you have 
to spray every year. 

g. Dan S. has done a presentation – he thought linking pheromones with acaricide 
could do a lot. Company has proved concept and then just got funding. It would be 
interesting to hear about the progress they’ve made. They are focusing on cheaper, 
less acaricide, and what acaricide is best this year. If they could reduce the acaricide 
it could be used near the water. That’s the SPLAT product! We could get the CEO, TG 
went to grad school with him. 

h. If you come across articles that would benefit members of this group feel free to 
share them by sending an email to the PUBLIC_TICK_IPM_WG@LISTSERV.URI.EDU  

 
 

The next conference call will take place on December 14th. Future calls will continue to fall on 
the second Wednesday of each month at 1 PM Central time. Please send Alina or Frank 
updates, announcements or other agenda items for November’s call. 
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