
 
Public Tick IPM Working Group  
September 13th, 2017 
 
Please send additions, omissions or other corrections to flaufenberg@ipminstitute.org  
 
The Working Group meets via conference call on the second Wednesday of each month at 1:00PM CT (2:00PM 
EST). The following notes are for September 13th, 2017. 
 
 Roll 

 Frank Laufenberg, IPM Institute of North America 

 Alina Freund, IPM Institute of North America 

 Tom Green, IPM Institute of North America 

 Jennifer Gruener, Warren County Mosquito Commission 

 Chris Stelzig, Entomological Society of America 

 Rayda Krell, Western Connecticut State University 

 Jill Auerbach, TRED and Hudson Valley Lyme Disease Association 

 Tom Mather, University of Rhode Island 

 Kirby Stafford, Connecticut Ag Experiment Station 

 Lynnae Jess, North Central IPM Center 

 Richard Taffner, Epidemiologist for Arkansas Department of Health 

 Bob Maurais, Mainely Ticks 

 Chris Przybyszewski, US BIOLOGIC 

 Mason Kauffman, US BIOLOGIC 

 Robert Koethe, EPA Region 1 

 Joellen Lampman New York State IPM 

 Alicia Cashman, Madison Area Lyme Support Group 

 Tim Fox, Madison Area Lyme Support Group 

 David Thueret, Entomologist for the Arkansas Department of Health 

 Mustapha Debboun, Mosquito & Vector Control Division, Houston 

 Monica White, Colorado Tick-Borne Disease Awareness Association 
 
Agenda 

1. Presentation on ESA: Chris Stelzig 
2. Nominations to the HHS non-Federal Public Workgroup 
3. Working Group Grant Application process 
4. Additional updates, comments and announcements 

 
2. Presentation: Entomological Society of America Tick Borne Disease Work – Chris Stelzig 

a. Chris Stelzig works as the Director of Strategic Initiatives for the Entomological Society of America. 
Chris and the ESA worked with the Public Tick IPM Working Group to support the 2016 ITM 
Symposium, he has helped facilitate capitol hill visits, and manages the Grand Challenge Initiative, 
Entomological Foundation, science policy platform, certification programs, and others.  

b. Please see the provided power point to read about the ESA’s work on tick borne diseases. 
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c. Grand Challenges initiative (broken into 3):  

i. Vector-borne diseases and their impact on human health 

ii. Invasive insect species – global trade, biodiversity, and climate change 

iii. Sustainable agriculture – global hunger, food security, and natural resources preservation 

d. Four different sections of the ESA 
i. Medical, Urban, and Veterinary Entomology 

ii. Physiology, Biochemistry, and Toxicology 
iii. Plant-Insect Ecosystems 
iv. Systematics, Evolution, and Biodiversity 

e. ESA has continued to create additional relationships within science advocacy and science policy 
making. They started working more directly on policy five years ago and have increased connections 
and impact since then. 

f. ESA will be widely represented at the 9th International IPM Symposium. 
g. Smash Act: Passed unanimously in Senate, waiting in the House now (a democrat from Florida 

introduced it). 
i. It mostly focuses on mosquitos. Strengthening mosquito abatement for safety and health. 

ii. Strengthen overall preparedness for outbreaks, brought up by AMCA. 
h. ESA realizes that patient advocacy is an important part to reducing vector-borne diseases, but their 

focus is on the insects. They recognize and work to collaborate with groups that are more specifically 
working on patient advocacy. 

i. ESA received a CDC grant for training additional Board Certified Entomologists 
i. Does this grant focus on increasing questions and text in certification or is it directed more 

towards hands-on training? 
1. Board Certified Entomologists, and sister organization are working to increase text 

content. 
2. Improving BCE medical training program including facilitated webinars and online 

training sessions. Day long training likely next July. 
3. Medical veterinary entomology program is in development as part of this grant. 

ii. Chris Stelzig will put Tom Mather back in touch with the ESA lead for the BCE program. 
j. Jill Auerbach: I’d like to encourage the ESA to stress how much tick borne disease there is in the US 

compared with Mosquito borne diseases to get commensurate funding. 
i. Jill will share the chart (from Ben Beard) with Chris Stelzig regarding the amount of tick 

borne diseases in the US.  
ii. Mosquito control districts are a high quality platform for ticks, but it’s not currently 

supported as a community issue. 
1. Certain people of power see tick borne diseases as a personal responsibility 

problem, not a public health problem. 
k. Tom Green: There is a chance for ESA to create better investment in tick reduction, the business case 

for higher investment is numerically grounded. 
i. Multiple mosquito districts would like to be more involved and see the mosquito control 

district network as a potential resource for vector borne disease abatement. 
1. Districts can’t get the county level support needed to include tick IPM. 
2. Our group could develop a plan to address: 



 
a. What is the core of the issue? 
b. Can we identify the misconceptions (i.e. personal protection vs. public 

health problem) in government? 
c. Break down falsehoods. 
d. Engage with Science Policy Committee from the ESA to increase 

investment in tick prevention. 
e. Jill will share nootkatone information and the chart from Ben Beard. 

3. Once plan is developed, Chris will review and consider passing on the proposal to 
the ESA Science Policy Committee. 

ii. Mustapha Debboun, overall we need to address education and awareness about ticks. 
1. For example, Mustapha had to add “Vector” to his mosquito control division to be 

more inclusive of other non-mosquito vector borne diseases. 
l. Monica White: Lyme is controversial and so we focus education on all tick borne diseases. Focusing 

on general tick borne diseases may be more effective in some regions. 
3. Nomination process for the HHS non-Federal Public Workgroup  

a. A special thanks to Jill Auerbach for helping organize the nominations 
i. The IPM Institute wrote letters for Public Tick IPM Working Group co-chair Dr. Tom Mather 

and Dr. Stephan Wikel to join this group. 
ii. Jill also wrote a letter to Captain Henry to include members of TRED, the entomological and 

medical side.  
4. North Central IPM Center Working Grant  

a. The RFA for the annual grant that funds our working group has been released for 2018-2019 by the 
USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture, Crop Protection and Pest Management Program 
through the North Central IPM Center.  

b. Working Groups are meant to address the NCIPM center’s priorities and mission, which is to improve 
health, environment, and economic benefits by providing leadership and cooperating with partners 
to facilitate the development and adoption of IPM solutions. 

c. The Public Tick IPM Working Group is planning to apply for renewal. 
i. The renewal process will require a variety of information including a project narrative, 

progress report on the objectives we set last year, new objectives and letters of support. 
ii. The IPM Institute will work to develop a draft of new objectives for the working groups 

review. 
iii. Frank will use the listserv for communicating grant materials, working group member input is 

appreciated.  
iv. Frank will send out additional information regarding Letters of Support for the grant.  

d. The grant must be submitted by November 17th, Frank will need group member input by Friday 
October 27th to smoothly integrate feedback into the grant materials.  

e. Working Group members can reach out Frank at flaufenberg@ipminstitute.org with input and 
feedback on the grant proposal at any point.  

f. Tom Green: Total available is $20,000 to run the Working Group. 
i. Consider objectives that are impactful, past examples include: list serve, conference calls, 

time, Tick Alert, tick day at IPM symposium. 
ii. For example, working with the ESA Science Policy Committee and surveying mosquito 

districts. 
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iii. Think broadly in terms of what objects we might add for our grant proposal. 

g. Tom Green: Call for posters at the IPM symposium is open through early November – you can submit 
a poster on your IPM work. 

i. View additional information here: https://ipmsymposium.org/2018/posters.html   
h. IPM Symposium travel support is available for five students per state in the north central region 

through the North Central IPM Center. 
5. Additional updates, comments, announcements, questions 

a. A new strain of Borrelia has been identified on the West Coast – Borrelia lanei (named after Dr. 
Robert Lane). 

b. National meeting for AMCA -- https://ashq.eventsair.com/QuickEventWebsitePortal/amca-84th-
annual-meeting/amca84annmtgevs  

c. There’s been a proposal to reclassify Ehrlichia muris subspecies 
d. Frank sat in on a NE IPM Center conversation with Laura Harrington, the lead PI from Cornell for the 

North Eastern Regional Center of Excellence: 
a. Goals of the center 

i. Public health practice: Cadre of public health entomologists, knowledge and skills required to 

rapidly detect, prevent and respond to vector-borne disease threats in the US 

ii. Enhanced Training Build effective communities of practice via collaborations between academic 

communities and public health organizations 

iii. Applied Research: Conduct applied research to develop and validate effective vector borne 

disease prevention and control tools and methods. 

e. Tick Pest Alert Sharing 
a. Please notify Frank if the Tick Pest Alert has been shared with any new organizations or 

individuals so we can keep track of its reach! 
b. Here is the link to share: https://www.ncipmc.org/action/alerts/ticks.pdf  

f. If you come across articles that would benefit members of this group feel free to share them by 
sending an email to the PUBLIC_TICK_IPM_WG@LISTSERV.URI.EDU  

 
These notes are for a Working Group call on September 13th. Future calls will continue to fall on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 1 PM Central time. Please send Frank updates, announcements or other 
additions for September’s call. 

The Public Tick IPM Working Group is funded by the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture, Crop 

Protection and Pest Management Program through the North Central IPM Center. 
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