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The Working Group meets via conference call on the second Wednesday of each month at 1:00PM 
Central Time (2:00PM EST). The next conference call will take place June 11 at 1:00PM Central. 
 

I. Roll 
- Candy Brassard, EPA Office of Pesticide Programs 
- Alysoun Mahoney, Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy 
- Bennett Jordan, National Pest Management Association 
- Jennifer Reid, BLAST Lyme 
- Bob Maurais, Mainely Ticks 
- John Carroll, USDA-ARS (retired) 
- Karla Lehtonen, Lyme disease advocate 
- Tom Green, IPM Institute 
- Matt Frye, NYS IPM Program 
- Tom Mather, Center for Vector-Borne Disease at University of Rhode Island 
- Stephen Vantassel, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
- Jody Gangloff-Kaufman, NYS IPM Program 
- Tom Delaney, National Land Care Network, National Lawn Care Association 
- Jill Auerbach, Hudson Valley Lyme Disease Association 
- David Pecor, VectorMap, Walter Reed Biosystematics Unit 

 

II. Candy Brassard, EPA on Tick IPM Whitepaper 
- Candy Brassard’s presentation slides are temporarily available at this link: 

https://www.hightail.com/download/ZUcxeFVjR3NFc0pYd3NUQw  
-  Direct requests to the PPT file to Jane, jpetzoldt@ipminstitute.org  
- 2011 Conference identified potential community of practice, research priorities, knowledge 

gaps, and potential partnerships among federal, state, nonprofits, and special interest groups.  
- The Federal Tick IPM Workgroup was formed as a result of the 2011 conference, co-lead by EPA 

and CDC. Strictly a federal group with 14 federal agencies, including APHIS, USDA-ARS, USDA-
NIFA, USDA OPP, DOE, USGS, NPS, NSF, US Army Corp Public Health Command, NIH-NIAA, and 
others. 

- This latest white paper, published in February 2014 following the 2013 Conference, includes 
contributions from all 14 agencies, and all agencies approved the paper. The goals of the 
conference were to develop consensus documents on IPM, coordinate efforts, collect, integrate, 
and share best practices.  On the second day of the 2013 conference they invited guest speakers 
from outside the group from academia and others. 

-  Topics include  
o Recommendations 
o IPM Overview 
o Milestones 
o Agency Missions 
o Collaborative Opportunities 
o Strategic Priorities 
o Agency Accomplishments 

- For this conference call, Candy focused on Recommendations, IPM Overview, Collaborative 
Opportunities, and Strategic Priorities. 
 

https://www.hightail.com/download/ZUcxeFVjR3NFc0pYd3NUQw
mailto:jpetzoldt@ipminstitute.org
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1. Recommendations 
- set common goals by establishing and facilitating opportunities to coordinate basic 

research 
- coordinate multi-agency research and foster interagency collection and management of 

data on tick distribution and human behavior  
- validate efficacy of tick IPM methods and support risk-based modeling 
- continue community outreach, education, and collaboration by providing evidence-

based toolkits on best management practices 
- coordinate research on landscape impacts on TBD  
- promote tick IPM  

 
2. IPM Overview 

- Development of a sustainable, rational, and efficient pest control is the goal for a 
successful IPM program 

- Federal implementation of IPM includes setting action thresholds, identifying and 
monitoring pests, pest prevention, and pest control 

- The five IPM elements are: 
1) risk assessment/biology identifying tick IPM tools  
2) tick surveillance to identify at-risk areas 
3) program that balances risk and benefit of control tactics 
4) measuring effectiveness of tick IPM tools through monitoring to evaluate 

sustainability  
5) adaptive management evaluating tick surveillance, tick control, and complete 

risk assessments to determine next steps  
 

3. Strategic Priorities  
- national inventory of tick monitoring 
- information clearinghouse 
- predictive models 
- decision support model for  

cost-effectiveness 
- habitat analysis 
- tick control strategy 

 
4. Collaborative Opportunities 
Look to research initiatives examining topics such as how moisture affects seasonal vector tick 
abundance (Berger et al. 2014) and effects of deer control using hunting and four poster devices 
(Ginsberg 2013).  

- Healthy ecosystems   
- Deer management programs  
- Rodent-targeted control  
- Improve protection and training programs for workers 
- Improve tick surveillance, risk assessment, risk communication, and effectiveness of 

programs  
- Another opportunity is to incorporate tick IPM into school IPM efforts. 

 
5. Goals 
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- Increase collaboration with federal partners 
- Increase internal collaboration 
- Continue Memorandum of Understanding agreements 
- Incorporate tick IPM into school IPM efforts 
- Increase outreach 

o PESPWire (epa.gov/pestwise/news)  
o presentation to interest groups  
o journal articles (e.g. Equine Disease Quarterly) – globally distributed 
o webinars (e.g., 2013 NPMA tick IPM webinar) 

- Sustain and grow tick IPM-related groups’ participation in the Pesticide Environmental 
Stewardship Program  

 
New Resources and Developments 

- Tick IPM Web Page with PestWise 
- EPA Connect blog outreach 
- New rule allows EPA to work more extensively with PESP partners, allows new partners and 

expanded capabilities for current partners. 
 

III. Discussion of Priority Ranking Survey Results and Draft Strategic 
Plan 

- Revisions: 
o Revise strategic plan to include language from Charter  
o Too much emphasis on products, revise to have more emphasis on practices, vector 

reduction, habitat management  
- Community buy-in must be considered, economic impacts of IPM practices. Risk/reward ratio. 
- There are many low-risk products already on the market; the question is whether those 

products are actually effective. We need to consider both efficacy and risk when evaluating 
products.  

- Consumer and public must be able to determine what is effective from labels, especially for 
retailers recommending products to customers. How do we encourage distribution retail 
sources, pharmacies, outdoor stores, hardware stores, etc. to make better recommendations? 
Jennifer Reid reports local retailers in her area often advise consumers to use low risk yet 
ineffective products.  

- EPA has an efficacy database but cannot make recommendations. Candy will share presentation 
slides with references to websites that support consumer decisions. 

- EPA’s optional labeling system for repellents will provide clearer indication of effectiveness, 
including the number of hours a product is effective. 

- Inconsistent methodologies make it difficult to compare results of different studies, especially 
when one considers differences in species, climates, lifecycle dynamics of ticks and hosts that 
may not be reflected in the experimental design. It is important that we try to figure out, as best 
as possible, a standardized process or screening as we develop recommendations for products. 

- EPA has a list of guidelines for manufacturers to evaluate efficacy. 
- Health educators need materials that they can download and take to health fairs with 

information on personal repellents, yard products, retail outlets and health department 
contacts. Existing information is complicated and unclear, we need information that is clear and 
developed for locality. Clear, concise, simplify. Would be great for health educators, doctors 
offices, etc. 

http://www.epa.gov/pesp/news/pesp/pespwire-2013-02.pdf
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- National inventory of tick monitoring – TickMap, TickEncounter is funded by CDC. USDA APHIS 
wants to develop a surveillance program. Local and state governments are monitoring as well – 
how do we capture all of this data to make assessments, decisions, and identify at-risk areas? 

- Information clearing house is a top priority – Tom- Tick Encounter. Jill Auerbach, Bob Oley in PA. 
NIOSH, CDC, EPA, etc. all distribute information. 

 

V. Action Items 
- Jane will revise Strategic Plan and expand to include additional priorities. 
- Candy will send slides from NPMA webinar with information on product efficacy. 

 


