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The Working Group meets via conference call on the second Wednesday of each month at 1:00PM 

Central Time (2:00PM EST). The next conference call will take place March 12 at 1:00PM Central. 

 

I. Roll 
- Jill Auerbach, Hudson Valley Lyme Disease Association 
- Candy Brassard, Senior Biologist, EPA Office of Pesticide Programs 
- Matthew Frye, Community IPM Extension Area Educator, NYS IPM Program 
- Jody Gangloff-Kaufmann, Community IPM Coordinator, NYS IPM Program 
- Laura Hayes, Agricultural Post Doctoral Research Scientist, CT Agricultural Experiment Station 
- Karla Lehtonen, Lyme advocate 
- Tom  Mather, Professor and director of Center for Vector-Borne Disease, University of Rhode 

Island 
- Bob Maurais, President, Mainely Ticks, Inc. 
- Pat Smith, President, Lyme Disease Association 
- Kathy White, secretary, Lyme Association of Greater Kansas City, Inc. 

 

II. Funding Update: NCIPMC Working Group Grant 
The North Central IPM Center has notified us that we were approved for $12,032 for continued 
administrative support, monthly conference calls and development of new projects. 
 

III. Continued Discussion of Working Group Deliverables 
This is a list of specific, concrete priorities that was initially included in the Working Group Charter, and 

is now a separate document called “Public Tick IPM Specific Deliverables.” The group discussed the list 

and brainstormed additional priorities to put on the list. The group feels ready to move forward with the 

ranking process. Jane will create an online survey to send to Working Group members for a vote later 

this month. 

Changes made as a result of the 02.12.14 call: 

#8: Added sentence: Advocate for funds to be allocated to tick and tick-borne disease management 

projects. Many group members expressed concern that there is insufficient support for research and 

education related to tick-borne diseases. 

#11 (new): Develop list of completed and ongoing projects working to address tick and tick-borne disease 

management. On this note, Candy Brassard offered to provide a list of EPA projects dealing with ticks. 

IV. Suggested Resources, Funding Opportunities 

A. Resources:  The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station has published a Tick Management 

Handbook, which is a great resource for anyone looking to develop a management plan. Available to 

download at this link: http://www.ct.gov/caes/lib/caes/documents/publications/bulletins/b1010.pdf 

The 15th Annual CME Conference is scheduled to take place May 3-4 in Rhode Island. 

http://www.ct.gov/caes/lib/caes/documents/publications/bulletins/b1010.pdf
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B. Funding opportunities:  

 It was suggested that the group reach out to private industry and organizations who would be 

motivated to support our efforts. For example, the group could propose projects to IDEXX 

Laboratories. Bob Maurais offered to take the lead on this once the group has a clearer picture 

of possible projects. 

 Jill Auerbach suggested we could look for funds from fundraising events, such as a recent county 

event in the Hudson Valley. 

 The Northeast IPM Center has an extensive list of promising funding opportunities: 

http://www.northeastipm.org/index.cfm?LinkServID=3B2DEB81-ACE4-485C-

BD211D240A6441A5  

 There may be changes in funding levels for ticks in the 2014 Farm Bill, the group should 

investigate further. 

 The group could also undertake low-budget initiatives, such as working with utilities to 

disseminate information for free on the backs of billing statements.  

C. General notes: The group agrees that, in efforts to promote tick awareness, it is important to convey 

seasonality, ecological variance, and geographic relevance in any standard message. There are many 

misconceptions that ticks won’t bite in the winter when in fact they are active at low temperatures, with 

anecdotal reports of ticks biting at temperatures below freezing. The goal of communicating should be 

to inspire action. An educational campaign should also include information on which treatments are 

most appropriate for certain environments. 

Group members share the concern that people may be reluctant to share ideas without the possibility of 

funding. Additional support could foster collaboration and facilitate ideas sharing. This discussion and 

ways to overcome these limitations will be continued on next month’s call. 

V. Action Items 

 Candy Brassard will send a list of EPA tick projects to the group. 

 Jane will create an online survey for priority ranking and share with the group. 

 Agenda, registration, etc. for the CME Conference on May 14-15 will be shared as it becomes 

available. 

http://www.northeastipm.org/index.cfm?LinkServID=3B2DEB81-ACE4-485C-BD211D240A6441A5
http://www.northeastipm.org/index.cfm?LinkServID=3B2DEB81-ACE4-485C-BD211D240A6441A5

